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introduction

What does it take to make someone fall in love with a brand? What makes a series of stories you heard
in your childhood memorable for you entire life, so much so that you want to share them with your
children once you become an adult? Think of The Chronicles of Narnia, The Lord of the Rings, Harry
Potter. These brands settle into the hearts and memories of their audience and remain there. Why?
These brands are worlds. The possibilities within these worlds are vast, yet there is a defined logic and
structure to these alternate realities, making them highly believable. Moving more inwardly, these
worlds have limitless lands where limitless types of beings and characters can live in them.

You see, it is not just the world that the audience loves, but mostly the characters that live within them
and the different, yet somehow similar trials they must face in their lives.

We as the audience are fascinated to see our own experiences told from a perspective that we’ve never
seen before. The love of these brands stems from this juxtaposition of the familiar and the fantastic, and
the undeniable love of these stories and characters, sometimes spanning across generations, cannot
happen without a vast, complete and believable world.

This approach has been utilized for countless intellectual properties, including Transformers and G.I. Joe,
with much success, but has fallen short when attempted with girl properties. Perhaps this is because the
softer gentler nature of girl properties felt limiting to those who would try. And all too often the worlds
created for girl properties are left vague, ambiguous and generic. But | do not think this has to be so. A
girl world can be set up the in the same manner, it is the intentions that must be different.

Rather than set the stage for epic, dramatic adventure stories like the examples above, a girl world
should set the stage for friendship, heart and laughter as well as adventure--- adventure that is more fun
and exciting than dramatic and epic, but adventure nonetheless. With only that alternate intention, the

same strong history, mythology, back story and even the alternate logic and physics of an alternate world
will serve the same purpose to endear you to the characters and make the stories memorable.

This is a proposal for the world of My Little Pony, and the stories and characters that live within it.



premise

My Little Pony is a show about friendship, magic and adventure told with a strong sense of fun and
character-based humor, meaning that the humor is derived from the personalities and interactions of
the characters. Sure, there are plenty of visual gags, light slapstick humor, and plenty of silliness to go
around, but even these sorts of laughs come from something about the characters.

We focus on 6 young female ponies who have a maturity level from 10 through 15 and their
relationships with one another in the little pony village they live in, and the light-hearted adventures
they have beyond their village in the vast, magical world beyond. They are the best of friends despite
their differences and they face challenges, joys and emotions like human girls their age. The only
difference is that their experiences happen in a world of fantasy and magic with an appealing “pony-
esque” twist!

Though the show is primarily a comedy about friendships and relationships, it is not unusual to learn an
important lesson, get your heart strings tugged upon or find yourself on the edge of your seat!

Now, before we get into these funny, sometimes heartwarming, sometimes exciting stories, let me set the



the world

The world of My Little Pony is not completely unlike ours. The sky is blue, the grass is green, plants
grow and animals abound, but it is by the mere fact alone that colorful talking ponies are living in it, a
magical world. And in this world, the ponies live in their own realm, the land of Equestria (taken from

the word “equestrian,” which means “of or relating to horseback riding.”) Here, our little ponies live

similarly to us. They care for their homes and families, have important responsibilities or even jobs, they
spend time with friends, they run errands, shop and eat and just generally deal with the day-to-day tasks
of living-- only every aspect of their lives has something “pony-esque” about it. Their houses are homes
with elements of a stable thrown in. Their yards are lawns, but are also reminiscent of a corral. There
are elements of their towns and villages that are like equestrian centers, or ranches. Even their food
markets seem a little like feed stores. Their clothing (when they choose to wear it, for their colorful pony
coats keeps them plenty warm and covered) are half fashion wear, half tack. Though they live and act
like people, everything they have and everything they do has some sort of pony “theme” to it.

But one very important feature of the ponies lives is very, very different from ours. Ponies must endeavor
to make their world live. The sun rises in the land of My Little Pony, but the little ponies have to MAKE
it rise. They have to make the rain fall, they have to make the plants and forests grow, they have to usher
in the spring so that the baby animals (and baby ponies for that matter) can be born. They make the
leaves fall in the autumn so that the trees can grow new ones in the spring. They move the clouds so
that the sun may shine on the meadow and they have plenty of sweet grass to eat. They’ve been doing
this for thousands of years and their lives and culture have all grown from this necessity. It seems like
a lot of work, but I assure you, it is second nature to them and they have very full social lives outside of
their responsibilities to their world. In fact, this special responsibility to nature afford them some of their
greatest joys, as all of their holidays, festivals and special events stem from seasonal duties.



the little ponies

You would be hard pressed to find someone who didn’t have at least a clue as to what a My Little Pony
is. We all know them as brightly colored miniature horses with a cute stubbiness reminiscent of Welsh
Ponies. They are not only sentient, but speak and live lives similar to we humans. There are males and
females, babies and elders, and they live in homes and little towns. What is most distinguishable about
the ponies are their Cutie Marks: the meaningful illustrations that adorn their flanks. A pony’s cutie mark
is extremely important, for they are symbolic of each pony’s individuality and serve as a personal symbol
that defines each one’s unique character, passions and ambitions. In fact, baby ponies are born without
a cutie mark and do not see their mark magically appear until they truly know who they are and find
their place in life. The manifestation of a pony’s cutie mark is one of the most important parts of her life:
a coming-of-age, and is joyfully celebrated like a sweet-sixteen, quincefera or bat mitzvah.

There are 3 types of ponies that inhabit Equestria.



carth ponies

The most populous type of pony, they are also the simplest looking. They have no magic like the other
types of ponies, but even so they have the greatest talent for caring for nature. Hardy and resourceful,
they’ve learned how to live without magic and are better than any other type of pony at growing plants,
whether it be beautiful flowers or crops and they excel at caring for animals, both real and fantastic.
They live in the fields, the plains, the forests and tend to remain close to the earth. They are quite
grounded, both literally and figuratively.




pegasus ponies

Ponies with feathered wings, the majority of pegasus
live in the ever morphing city of Cloudsdale in the
sky. Pegasus ponies’ ability to fly has merited them

stewardship of the weather. When the ground is dry,

Pegasus ponies gather to gallop atop the clouds and
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unicorn ponies

Where earth ponies inhabit the earth and pegasus ponies populate the sky, unicorn ponies hail from
the mountains. Each and every unicorn has magical powers that emanate from their horn, a Unicorn’s
crowning glory. These individual powers usually coincide with each unicorns individual personality,
talent and cutie mark. Most unicorns tend to gravitate to the more metropolitan of the pony dwellings,
like Equestria’s awe inspiring capital and home of the queen, Canterlot. Canterlot is a hub for unicorns
to practice their unique skill, which is reading and sometimes controlling the stars. The knowledge they
gain from the stars helps them to guide the pegasus and earth ponies in their work and make Equestriais
seasons run efficiently. Very talented unicorns can make certain stars shine brighter, or even move so
that they may communicate with ponies far, far away. They are the scholars, artists and mages (who
needs science when you have magic?) of pony society.




the location

Though the realm of Equestria is vast, My Little Pony takes place primarily in the pony village of
Fillydelphia. Moderately populated by several dozen or so pony families, Fillydelphia is a quaint
township surrounded by mostly meadows and pony farms, where Earth ponies cultivate the ponies’
favorite foods: carrots, oats, hay, sugar for sugar cubes and the sweet treat Fillydelphia is famous for,
APPLES!!!

Though Fillydelphia is a simple village, there is often a lot of bustle at the town square. Pony farmers
strap on whimsical carts to sell their wares along the dirt roads. Shopkeeper ponies welcome customers
to buy their country arts and crafts. Stemming from it’s apple producing roots, Fillydelphia’s town square

has become what you may call a bit of a tourist trap. Ponies from neighboring towns and cities visit to
shop for fresh fruit and vegetables, unique merchandise and to witness special events at the Fillydelphia
Stable Center Sports Arena and Show Ring. There they can witness all sorts of entertainment from pony

sport competitions (jumping, dressage, rodeo and racing) to pony plays and musicals.

Still, outside of the growing activity of the town square, Fillydelphia is quiet town, and the further you
get from the center of town, the more and more rural it becomes. Beyond the fields of the pony farms,
you find beautiful untouched meadows, and further still, the breathtaking Ever Free Forest, a mysterious
but beautiful area in Equestria where the plants grow entirely on their own (a normal thing to us but an
amazing thing to ponies!)
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And it is the village of Fillydelphia
that 6 particular pony friends call
home.



twilight twinkle

Pony type: Unicorn

Role: the smart one

Good points: highly intelligent, disciplined, responsible, idealistic, a natural born leader
Bad points: takes on too many responsibilities, a bit judgmental, secretly unsure of herself
Unicorn power: casts light in the darkness, to illuminate, light the way

Twilight Twinkle (Twilight for short) is the newest resident Unicorn of Fillydelphia. She was
raised in the Queen’s court in Canterbury surrounded by culture, art and magic. Being a city pony,
she’s a bit out of place in a small village like Fillydelphia, but she likes it very much, it's slow pace and
peacefulness making it a perfect place for her to study. You see, Twilight was sent to Fillydelphia by the
Queen herself to learn the ways of Magic. Whereas most Unicorns have a limited amount of magic
abilities, Twilight has found that she has a bit more than the average Unicorn and she’s obsessed with
learning all she can. For this reason alone Fillydelphia is ideal since, being rural, it’s very close to the
Ever Free Forests filled with unknown creatures and rare plants and stones that can be used for magical
purposes.

Twilight has become a very welcome addition to Fillydelphia. Clever and knowledgeable, she is
adept to finding solutions to problems and is happy to help anyone who should ask. Whether you have
a personal problem she can lend her insight to, or a greater
problem she can solve with practicality or even magic.

Twilight also has an extremely strong sense for
what is right and wrong. She strives to be as good and
responsible a pony she can and one can always expect
her to do the right thing, even if it means personal
sacrifice on her part. And she expects the same
from others, so she rarely tolerates shenanigans from
trouble-makers like Rainbow Dash. In this sense
Twilight can sometimes be a stick-in-the mud
or a little too judgmental, sometimes failing to
see the sensitive reasons behind some ponies’
shortcomings. She very quick to “tsk, tsk, tsk” with
her tongue and wag her finger... er, hoof.

Though the ponies of Fillydelphia look
up to Twilight for her intelligence and admire
her courtly background, Twilight secretly
doubts herself. She is placed her under a lot
of pressure by other ponies’ expectations of




her. She is so afraid to let her friend
down and most especially she does
not want to disappoint the Queen.
She fears that the reason she was
sent from court was because the
Queen felt Twilight was not studying
hard enough, learning quickly
enough or performing her magical
duties well enough. Worries like
these keep poor Twilight up late intc
the night. (In fact, this idiosyncrasy
and her habit of losing track of time
while she studies at night is part

of what earned Twilight her cutie
mark!) What Twilight has yet to
learn is that the Queen recognized
a tremendous and extraordinary
potential in her. The Queen sees
that she could one day become

the most magical pony in all of
Equestria, if only she is exposed to
the right conditions. Conditions
which could not be found in a
courtly life in Canterbury, but only
in Fillydelphia surrounded by the
wonders of the world.

Twilight frequently gets
written royal requests from the
Queen to complete missions. Some
as small as gathering information or
delivering an important message,
but others as large as diplomatic
missions to deal with stubborn
dragons who'’s behavior may be
adversely affecting Equestria. It's
at these times that we experience
our exciting pony adventures, and
Twilight finds that she is a natural
born leader! Cleverly utilizing
all her friends skills and talents to
achieve their mission, and usually
discovering a new magic power
within herself. Is at these times
when Twilight is too focused to
be insecure about herself that her
natural instincts take over and she
achieves things she never could from
studying. And she does it by simply
being herself.




rainbow dash

Pony type: Pegasus

Role: the adventurer

Good points: Adventurous, brave, a natural athlete,
Bad points: Impatient, cocky, mischievous

Rainbow Dash’s greatest, all-consuming passion in life is to fly--- FAST!!!!" Anyone who has
ever seen this rainbow-haired pegasus in the air has been left in jaw-dropped awe of her speed, agility
and, well, her confidence. Rainbow Dash knows she’s awesome, and doesn’t seem to have a problem
showing it. She’s quite positive she’s the fastest pegasus pony alive, and truth be told, she probably
is. For when she was younger, during a race through the atmosphere she actually broke the air-speed
record and achieved what no other pegasus had before: a rainbow that shot out behind her like a jet
stream!

Capable and athletic, Rainbow Dash lives for adventure! When any problem should arise that
involves traveling to distant lands or dealing with a magical, mysterious beast, Rainbow is the first to
volunteer!

Rainbow Dash’s greatest ambition in life is to earn a position on
the elite aerial acrobatic team, the celebrated Blue
Thunders! The fastest and most agile pegasi,
the Thunders are at the center stage
of all major Equestrian national
events and festivals and are
called upon by the Queen
herself for weather
events of the highest
importance. It would
seem that Rainbow’s raw
talent and skill would
instantly earn her a spot
on the team, but her
greatest obstacle is a
complete and total lack
of discipline. Perhaps
our little adventurer
can overcome this
character flaw someday
and achieve her dream,
or perhaps fate has
something more in
store for her...

Rainbow
Dash spends a lot
of time dreaming of
her future as a Blue
Thunder in her little
cloud stall above
Fillydelphia. Sure, she
has responsibilities like




chasing away the clouds so the sun can shine on
the farm ponies’ crops, but she unfortunately is
not the most reliable pony in town. She doesn’t
like chores too much, and would much rather
challenge somepony to a race. When ponies
come around to nag her about her duties, she’d
just as soon hide, which makes for some funny
antics.

Rainbow Dash is also known to cause
trouble. When practicing difficult aerial
maneuvers, she’s sometimes misjudges and crash
lands in the worst of places. Your flower garden,
your corral fence, your house, your lunch, you...
everypony in Fillydelphia has had something
accidentally destroyed by Rainbow Dash, which
is why she’s earned the nickname “Rainbow
Crash.” And to make matters worse, when
there are no adventures to go on and she gets
bored, she’s liable to cause some mischief just to
entertain herself. If somepony emerges from the
grooming salon with a newly coiffed mane and
tail, Rainbow may take it upon herself to wrangle
up a raincloud to muss it up! Ponies trying to
admonish her for her pranks is an entirely other
reason she always seems to be hiding from
somepony.

But beyond the trouble she causes,

the ponies of Fillydelphia are happy to have
her there. If someone has done you wrong,
who's the first to stick up for you? If you're in
danger, who's the first to come to your aid? If
some powerful creature is wreaking havoc in
Fillydelphia, or in all of Equestria, who's the first
to take the beast head on?
You see, when the chips are down, and danger is
a-brewing, Rainbow Dash always, always comes
through, proving time and time again that she is
a true hero!



pinky pie

Pony type: Pegasus
Role: the funny one
Good side: Fun, silly, giggly, energetic
Bad side: Hyper, a little ditzy, sometimes annoying

—~

Pinky Pie is a tremendous ball of energy!! Giggly, playful and super girly, it's not unusual to find
this pink pegasus prancing and skipping joyfully though the streets looking for fun. By far the silliest
pony around, her desire to get a laugh and her slight tendency to be ditzy makes her the most likely
source for humor. You may catch her romping from cloud to cloud doing cartwheels, singing a song in
a silly voice and getting the lyrics all wrong. She’s often seen floating down the streets hovering upside
down, sometimes for the fun of it, and sometimes because she lost track of which way is up. Should she
ever misunderstand something (which unfortunately happens often) her take on the situation is certain
to be ridiculous.

Eager to entertain her friends and make everyone happy, Pinky Pie will find ANY excuse to throw
a party, whether it's somepony’s birthday, a baby pony getting her cutie mark, or less obvious reasons
like somepony getting their mane trimmed, getting rid of an annoying hangnail, or receiving a bill in the
mail. More than one pony in Fillydelphia has been the unsuspecting victim of a sneak-attack surprise
party just because the weather was nice that day.

Another reason Pinky throws countless parties is that she REALLY loves eating sweets. So
if you're looking for her you’ll have a good chance at finding her at the Sugarcube Sweet Shoppe.
Ponies have learned to pass the front door of the Sugarcube with extreme caution, for you never know
when Pinky should snap into a powerful sugar rush and fly out the front door like a rocket, practically
destroying everything in her path!! Fortunately for Pinky, being the establishment’s best customer means
the owners don’t mind that they have to replace their front door on a weekly basis!

Always eager to say hello and start a conversation, Pinky is a super fast talker, and should you



find yourself caught in one with her, you may soon find your
head spinning and your eyes rolling in their sockets!!

Pinky’s energy, silliness, and her tendency to bit
confused gets two reactions from the other ponies: they
either think she’s a riot and tons of fun, or really, really, really,
really annoying. In fact, there is a debate in Fillydelphia as to
whether her cutie mark of playful flying balloons was earned
because of her love of parties or for being an airhead.

Still, no matter what crazy antics she’s up to, Pinky Pie
is always sure to bring a smile and a giggle, and all can’t help
but love her!




applejack

Pony type: Earth Pony

Role: the dependable one

Good side: honest, friendly, practical, hard-working, enthusiastic, calm

Bad side: a little too honest, set in her ways, close minded, stubborn, slightly insensitive

Applejack is Fillysire’s resident farm gal! She lives at Big Apple Orchard just outside of town
with her family. Having grown up working hard to keep her family’s famous Apple business growing,
Applejack has come to be known as the most down-to-earth, resourceful and dependable Earth Pony
this side of the Brambledowns Dustbowl! A talented arboriculturist, Applejack is the kinda pony who
ain’t afraid to get her hooves dirty. Where a more frilly pony(and let’s face it, most ponies are pretty
frilly) would shy away from sweating all day and mucking through the dirt to plant trees or grow
vegetables, Applejack knows that that’s what it takes to make the most delicious food around. And she
just might be one of the only girl ponies around who doesn’t shriek at the sight of a bug. She just picks
it on up and moves it out of the way, taking care that the little creature doesn’t get squished by a shovel
or hoe. However, the flip side of not being afraid of a little dirt is that you may not
be aware of when a little dirt is a little too dirty. A bit too
practical to use a napkin when wipin’ your mouth on
your coat will do just fine, Applejack was once voted
pony most likely to forget to comb her hair. It don't
bother her none--- although maybe it should.

Incredibly honest, Applejack would never stoop
to tell a lie. However her honesty and practicality
keeps her from being as sensitive to others feelings as
she should be. She certainly would never intend to
hurt somepony’s feelings, but if you ask her “does
this saddle make me look fat,” she won't hesitate to
tell you if it does. Still, this “horse sense” makes
her a beacon for those seeking advice.

Applejack has an impeccable ability
to break a situation down to

it's core and fix it fast,

usually with a wacky

country anecdote told

with a charming dose

of Texan twang.

Her pragmatic
take on life may
make her a great
sounding board,
but unfortunately,

Applejack can be a

bit old fashioned and '
set in her ways. She

prefers to stick to the

tried and true ways

of pony living, and

when somepony has




a new idea, whether it be a new food, or a new
fashion trend, or a magic machine for growing apples
Applejack is loathe to try it. Especially if it's magic!
She doesn’t trust the stuff! It ain’t natural! This
stubborn streak may be the only thing that holds her
back from time to time.

Lastly, it must be said that this country gal ain't
no bumpkin! Applejack’s stick-to-it attitude doesn'’t
only apply to growing apples. We just so happen to
be talking about Fillydelphia’s resident cham-peen
barrel racin’, doggie herdin’, cattle ropin’, buckin’
bronco!! Rodeo is one of Applejack’s greatest
passions! So much so that her family let
her set up her own practice corral in the .
orchard, and she spends all her free time ] %
there. And, please, don’t ever suggest that ? i
her Western tack isn't as pretty as the more =
popular English dressage tack that all the -
trendy ponies wear. Applejack won't take
none of it! | mean, that confangled “bit”
on the bridles? The one you put in your
mouth? What’s that nonsense for anyway?

Puh-lease.




rarity

Pony type: Unicorn

Role: the debutant

Good side: Sophisticated, beautiful, creative, ambitious, generous

Bad side: Vain, a little entitled, fussy, dissatisfied

Unicorn power: to make anything shine and sparkle, can change almost anything’s color, has special
ability to find gemstones

Rarity could possibly be the most beautiful unicorn you’ve ever seen--- and she works hard to
keep it that way! As she prances down the street, her coat gleaming pure white and her royal purple
curls bouncing, everyone’s head turns, mostly in admiration, but sometimes with envy.

Though she loves this attention (and labors for it, for she spends every evening in a milk bath for
that white coat, and sleeps every night in curlers for those ringlets) she certainly does not think she is
better than any other pony. In fact, Rarity does not just work on her own beauty, she wants everything
and everypony to be beautiful, too! She uses her keen eye for detail, her creativity, her unicorn powers
to find gems and make things sparkle all in conjunction as a pony fashion designer! In fact, her designs
are by far the most gorgeous at one of Fillydelphia’s newest, hottest boutique, “Carousel Couture,” a
fancifully detailed shop that looks like a merry-go-round.

However, at Carousel Couture, Rarity’s outfits, though
fabulous, are as unusual to come by as her name suggests.
You see, Rarity is very generous with her talents and should
she believe that one her outfits would be perfect for
somepony, she simply gives it away--- which, of course,
is bad for business, much to the chagrin of Carousel
7 Couture’s owner. A slave to inspiration, she simply
7 can’t help herself.
She sees so much
tremendous
potential in




her friends, she always pressing them to submit to a patented Rarity makeover. She’ll makeover your
hair, she’ll makeover your coat, she’ll makeover your stallroom, she’ll makeover your house, she’'d
makeover the whole town if they’d just let her!!!

Rarity’s greatest ambition is to one day design for the Queen herself! Not only would it be the
greatest honor a pony designer could ever achieve, but it would get her into the sophisticated and
highly cultured city of Canterlot and out of tiny little, podunk, nothing-ever-happens-here, Fillydelphia.
Don’t get her wrong, Rarity was born and raised in Fillydelphia, and out of love she has tried her best to
bring it up to her cultural standards, but these silly little farm folk don’t appreciate true beauty and all
too often scoff at her town makeover efforts. “They would never do that in Canterlot,” of that Rarity is
quite certain! The folks of Fillydelphia are much too practical for most of Rarity’s gifts, and it leaves her

longing for a more suitable place to live.

This dissasifaction contributes to the assumption that Rarity
is a snob. Complaining about the town, prancing through the
streets, a little too quick to offer fashion advice, fainting at

the sight of bugs, refusing to go out in the rain, wrinkling
her nose at dirty farm tools--- all these behaviors make
her come off as entitled and prissy. And well,
maybe she is, just a little, but mostly she
is misunderstood, and deep
down she has a
heart as pure as
the gold thread
she laces through
her carousel
.. designs.

.
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fluttershy

Pony type: Earth Pony

Role: the sweet one

Good side: Gentle, loving, a natural beauty, nurturing, helpful
Bad side: Shy, fearful, naive, unconfident, easily manipulated

A graceful, fawn-like maiden, Fluttershy’s gentle, serene ways have earned her an extremely rare
trust from forest animals, both of the real and natural variety. Everywhere she goes a trail of butterflies
follows her, and she’s usually carrying a chipmunk or two on her back. When no one else is around,
she sings out in a beautiful voice that calls her little forest friends to her. Fluttershy may seem as though
she is destined to be a Disney-syle Princess, but she has no aspirations to royalty. She is quite content in
her quiet cottage off the meadow, where she has everything she needs to take care of her animal friends.
In fact, she wouldn’t know what to do with the sort of attention a princess gets! You see, Fluttershy is
rather, well ... shy.

Colored like the wild flowers in a meadow, Fluttershy is a natural beauty, and a humble one at
that. Her soft flowing mane and tail have grown to very unusual lengths with no effort put forth from
her. In fact, Fluttershy is the type of caregiver who is so preoccupied with the care and needs of others
that she hardly takes time out for herself. Should she ever venture into town and brave all the hustle and
bustle, it is usually on a mission to help one of her animal friends, whether picking up some medicine,
or finding supplies to repair a home. Her generosity reaches out even beyond wildlife. She’d do almost
anything to help a pony in need.

Unfortunately, however, Fluttershy is a little too trusting. So eager to help, creatures with
questionable motives need only to shed a little tear to recruit

her assistance, and she frequently finds herself the “damsel
in distress” of the our pony entourage. Gentle and soft
spoken, she has difficulty finding the strength to see
herself out of her own problems. To go along with her
shyness, she also lacks confidence.
But what Fluttershy has yet to harness is an
inner strength that only comes out when others
are in trouble. Seemingly defenseless when
she’s the victim, she emits an intimidating
strength when she witnesses someone else
being victimized or treated unfairly.
And she does this with the
STARE! You know the
[ STARE. We all know
the stare. It’s the
stare Moms give their
kids when they'’re
about to step over
the line. That “don’t
even think about,
buster” look that
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stops kids in their tracks. Under the right
circumstances, Fluttershy’s stare can intimidate
even the mighty dragons and griffons, but she
can only muster it when it is sincere. She’s too
uncontrollably honest to be able to fake it for
manipulative reasons, much to mischievous
Rainbow Dash’s chagrin.

Besides the STARE, Fluttershy is a
valuable asset to the ponies when trouble
arises because of her affinity with animals.
When she’s able to overcome her shyness and
fear she’s an incredible diplomat, her sweetness
and sincerity charming even the most stubborn
or powerful of mythical beasts. Much to
Fluttershy’s fear, she is called upon by Twilight
to attend many pony adventures for this reason.
This oftentimes is a thorn in Rainbow Dash’s
side as because of Fluttershy’s tendency to get
ponynapped.

Still, her talents make it worth it.
Fluttershy has a lot of fears to overcome and
growing up to do, but certainly one day her
strength of character and enormous heart will
make her a force to be reckoned with!




supporting casl

The Apple Family
Big Apple

Big Apple is Applejack’s older brother and
overseer/owner/head -honcho at Big Apple
Farms. Suffice to say, he’s a work horse! Quiet
and dependable, we don’t hear too much out

of him since he’s mostly pulling plows, tending
fields or mending fences. He does have a
special relationship with his little sis, Applejack,
and on the rare occasions that he does speak, it's
usually to playfully razz his sister—who’s happy
to sass him right back! Big, strong and, well,
studly, it’s not unusual for a girl pony to develop
a crush on Big Apple, and giggly fillies are often /
found visiting the farm to admire him under the /
guise that they want to buy some pie. Some of

our girls may not admit it, but they may just be !
crushing a bit on him, too. 3 _ \

Appleseed

Appleseed is Applejack’s little filly sister.
Appleseed, like all baby ponies, has not yet
achieved her cutie mark and is absolutely
obsessed with obtaining it! It seems that
everysingle day Appleseed is trying a new
activity or hobby, desperately trying to find her
passion in life and place in the world to finally
achieve her coveted cutie mark! This constant
experimentation has little Appleseed frequently
finding herself in situations she’s ill prepared for
and trying things she’s really no good at. As a
result, she comes across as clumsy, accident-
prone and a good source for laughs. Luckily
she’s too stubborn to let it hurt her feelings and
most certainly to let it stop her. She’ll never rest
until there’s something cute illustrating her little
butt!




Granny Smith

Granny Smith is the Apple Family matriarch

and great-grandmother to the 3 Apple foals.

She doesn’t do too much these days aside from
sleeping standing-up on her rocker and teetering
back and forth like a rocking horse on the front
porch. A little deaf and a good bit kooky, you're
never quite sure what'll come out of her mouth
when she is awake, but whatever it is it’s sure to
make you chuckle, whether you really should

or not. If you happen to be down by the farm,
make sure to check in to see if Granny Smith’s
made any apple pies; they're the best this side of
Prickly Prairie!!

Spike

Spike the baby dragon has been sent from
Canterlot to be Twilight's assistant. Cute,
curious, easily confused and terribly loyal,
Spike works very hard to help Twilight with
her studies and her missions from the Queen.
Though he usually walks on all fours, he is able
to stand and offer his “hands,” an ability that
proves invaluable to the hoofed ponies. Short
and stubby, Spike doesn’t exactly look like he’s
destined to be one of the enormous, long and
lean magical reptiles he calls his brethren, but
he will. In fact, every so often he stumbles
across one of his dragon abilities, but with no
adult dragon to teach him, these powers are
often hard for him to control. Found orphaned
as an egg, Spike’s dragon heritage is a bit of a
mystery. Dragons are notorious to ponies, but
they know little about them, so Spike is either
seen as spectacle or something to fear. Good
thing he has strong and patient Twilight to
protect him!




Queen Celestia

Queen Celestia is the ruler of Equestria. She is a magnificent pony who is perhaps more horse-like than
her cute subjects, and sports both a unicorn’s horn and a pegasus” wings. She is profoundly magical
and some say she is over a thousand years old. She alone is responsible for the rising and falling of the
sun and moon, and as such, all of the ponies’ lives depend entirely on her. Queen Celestia is an elusive
character, and very few ponies have had the privilege to see her or know her, though it is well known
that she is wise and kind. She is spoken of often, but rarely seen.

Shaman

Shaman is a mysterious zebra who lives alone deep
in the mystical Ever Free Forest. Hailing from a far
off, exotic land, Shaman is a sorceress of sorts. She
has no magical powers like unicorns, but is wise

in the natural magic of the Ever Free Forest and a
keeper of ancient lore. Though all the ponies know
her, she has become a mentor to Twilight, who
cannot always find the information she needs in the
library. It is at these times, and when the Queen
sends Twilight on a particularly challenging mission,
that Twilight and her friends visit Shaman for help.
They need only hope that Shaman is not in the
middle of some strange magical ritual when they do.
Shaman often speaks in riddles and is very cryptic
with her answers. This is very frustrating to the
ponies, but they always find that with careful thought
and exploration, her words are invaluable to the task
at hand.




other locations

orchard

generational home of the
Apple family




el i pe—

cloudsdale

sky home of the pegasus




canteriot

mountain capital and home of the Queen






stories

The world of My Little Pony is vast both inwardly and outwardly, and as a result two different types of
stories can be told: Adventure stories, and Relationship stories. Here’s how:

Adventure stories:

Equestria is a tremendous realm that has many landscapes: mountains, prairies, forests, plains,

deserts, lakes, beaches, even rainforests and jungles! And out of the landscapes pony districts have
developed—areas where pony culture varies because of the lifestyle they lead in their environment

(we must remember that it is the ponies’ responsibility to make these ecosystems the way they are, so
of course a culture has grown from it!) So when our little troupe is not dealing with dragons, gryphons
and manticors, they may be meeting up with and learning about Mustang ponies on the plains, or with
the native deer (who like ponies speak and sport cutie marks) who live like the native Americans of the
Northeast. They may encounter llamas in the mountains, or lively Arabian ponies in the deserts! They
may even have an adventure underwater with their neighbors, the seaponies. Cultural pony diversity
will serve for fantastic fodder for classic travel adventure, learning about new communities and customs
and meeting new types of friends! It is in these stories the audience learns the importance of respecting
people and customs that are different from your own and how to make new friends.



But Equestria is only part of a limitless magical world. Beyond the borders of their country is less
defined and often mysterious to the ponies. Out there live other magical creatures that may or may not
have an organized society like the ponies. Often these creatures have an effect on the ponies” world
and interfere with their ability to move the seasons. That is when our pony heroines must often leave
the comfort of their home (often at the prompting of a letter to Twilight from the Queen) and resolve
the problem, never knowing exactly what they’re going to encounter outside the kingdom of Equestria.
The lands beyond Equestria, full of mystery and even danger will offer the viewer even more exciting
adventures! It is in these tales that maybe we don’t learn so much, but we have an awesome time!!
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Relationship stories:

As vast as Equestria is, we must remember that Fillydelphia is the place our little herd of fillies call

home. Not to mention the fact that not every day in the life of any adventurer is so exciting. Our sextet
has their day-to-day lives to lead as well, and this is where our Relationship stories come into play.
Fillydelphia is a town not unlike towns of humans, and there’s plenty to see and do there, and even more
to disagree about. You see, our girls are wonderful friends and have so many things in common, but like
all friends they don’t always get along. Rainbow Dash is always trying to get out of her responsibilities,
Applejack is always chasing Rainbow down to do her chores, Twilight doesn’t approve of Rainbow
Dash’s laziness, as a result Twilight is Rainbow’s favorite victim for mischief, Fluttershy doesn’t approve
of Rainbow Dash’s mischief, Rarity is always trying to get shy Fluttershy to model for her fashion shows,
Rainbow Dash loses her patience with Pinky Pie’s incessant talking, so does Twilight, Twilight’s always
trying to help Applejack with her chores but Applejack doesn’t approve of magic, Rarity thinks Applejack
is dirty, Applejack thinks Rarity is too fussy, Applejack and Rainbow Dash are athletically competitive,
Rarity is secretly jealous of Fluttershy’s natural beauty, Twilight patiently tries to get Fluttershy to come
out of her shell, Rainbow Dash impatiently tries to do the same.... the list goes on and on! And it’s hard
to believe that a group with so many differences can be such good friends, but it’s in the demonstrating
of their friendship despite their differences that we find our stories. It is in these tales that our audience
learns how to maintain friendships and solve disagreements. It is also in these tales that the audience
relates the ponies to themselves and their own friends.



Relationship stories:

Ticket Master

Twilight has been given to tickets to go back to Canterlot for an important festival. Before she has the chance
to figure out who she’d like to invite, Pinky Pie accidentally blabs to all the ponies about the tickets and it
turns out that each of them has never been there before and has an important reason to go! It’s bad enough
now that Twilight has to choose between her friends, but soon they’re going overboard kissing up to her, which
makes virtuous Twilight VERY uncomfortable. Before she knows it, she’s actually running and hiding from
the onslaught of compliments and bribes coming from her friends! And just when Twilight’s about to lose, the
rumor spreads throughout all of Fillydelphia and now EVERYPONY'’S kissing up for tickets!! Who will she

pick--- that is if she survives long enough to choose!

Griffon the Brush Off

Rainbow Dash doesn’t usually have much patience
for Pinky Pie, but lately they’ve been getting along
famously. Usually annoyed by Pinky’s energy,
Rainbow has found that her hyperactivity makes
her the only local pegasus who can keep up with
her in the sky. And since Pinky’s always looked
up to Rainbow Dash, she’s having the time of her
life with this newfound acceptance. But, one day,
out of the blue (literally,) Rainbow Dash is visited
by an old friend from beyond Equestria, a beautiful
young griffon named Grizelda. Now Rainbow and
Grizelda are best friends in the sky and Pinky has
been left in the dust. It turns out Grizelda is all
smiles and compliments to Rainbow, but true to
her Griffon nature, she’s a nasty, snotty, predator
to everyone else. But Pinky has an advantage:

the element of surprise--- SURPRISE PARTY
that is! Over and over Pinky throws huge parties
for Grizelda at the most embarrassing of times.
Growing increasingly annoyed and frustrated, it
isn’t long before Grizelda’s true nature is revealed
in front of Rainbow, who will not put up with her
friends being treated that way! Grizelda takes off
in a huff, and Rainbow Dash and Pinky Pie are
friends again!




The Cutie Mark Chronicles

Waking up yet another morning without her cutie mark, Appleseed just can’t figure out what it is she’s doing
wrong! So she goes out on a research mission to find out just what you have to do to convince the powers-that-
be that you’re ready for your cutie mark. To find out, Appleseed spends a day asking the ponies to relay to her
what happened the day they earned their cutie marks. In a series of reminiscing flashbacks, some exciting, some
funny and some sentimental, we learn, too!

Applebonk Season

The ponies have decided to meet for one of Pinky’s party’s and when Applejack shows up there’s something....
wrong about her. She’s having a hard time paying attention and seems to be bumping into things. She explains
to her friends that it’s apple bonking season and boy does her head hurt! You see, ponies can’t climb ladders

or gingerly pick apples with their big hooves, so they have to knock the apples out of the trees. The Apple
family uses their heads for this, as they have found it knocks out twice as many apples as bucking. The side
affects, however, are rather obvious. Twilight quickly offers her magical services. Certainly there’s a spell
that will empty an apple tree, but Applejack will have none of it!! She doesn’t like magic; it’s not natural. The
Apple family has been bonking for generations and they’re not going to stop now. Over the next several days,
Applejack’s symptoms get worse. She trips over everything, she can’t walk in a straight line, she can’t hear
because her ears ring, she totally botches a big rodeo competition. All the while Twilight offers to help, but
Applejack is too stubborn! She’s going to bonk until she can’t bonk no more--- and it looks like that might
happen! Finally, Twilight watches on as Applejack bonks her last tree. She drops in a heap of exhaustion,
proud that she was persistent and got the job done without magic. That is until her brother points out the other
orchard, still covered in apples. Applejack surrenders! She allows Twilight to try her magic. Twilight closes
her eyes and sits... and sits... and sits... and just before Applejack is about to call out the malarkey, a spark
flies from Twilights horn and all the apples instantly fall from all the trees all at once. They even roll across the
ground and place themselves in barrels. Slackjawed, Applejack can only babble incoherently while Twilight
smugly informs her that she can offer her services at bonking time next year, too.

Bring on the Thunder

Little Appleseed has a new plan for obtaining her cutie mark and Rainbow Dash has agreed to help. However,
Rainbow had a bit of a brain fart in her planning, you see that very day is the day that the Blue Thunders will
be in town for a show! Now, Rainbow Dash wants nothing more than to become a Blue Thunder, and this
opportunity to impress them is too hard to pass up. Rainbow, being the slightly irresponsible pony that she

is, puts her priority on showing off. But every time Rainbow pulls off an impressive maneuver, the Thunders
just happen to be looking the other way. In the meantime Appleseed tries to accomplish her goals on her own
--- which is really, really, really bad because Appleseed is attempting to earn a cutie mark for DARE DEVIL
STUNTS!! And of course, just when Rainbow Dash is about to pull of her most spectacular move with the
Blue Thunders’ undivided attention, little Appleseed shoots herself out of a poorly constructed canon and flies
past Rainbow, yelping for help! In mid-air Rainbow Dash has decide whether to ruin her one chance with the
Thunders or save her little friend, who wouldn’t need saving if Rainbow had just been responsible. Obviously
she saves Appleseed, but she severely botches her landing and blows it with the Thunders. Still, Rainbow is
happier she saved her friend, and is left with an important lesson. Let’s just hope she remembers it.
Relationship stories:



Dragonshy

Fluttershy is much too
shy! Even though she
has a special affinity with
animals, and a sweet
disposition that everyone
loves, she can barely ever
speak up for herself. That
is why she is surprised
why Twilight asks her

of all the ponies to help
on a new mission from
the Queen. A dragon
from beyond Equestria’s
borders has fallen asleep
atop a mountain and

his snoring is blowing

so much smoke into

the sky, the pegasi can't
keep it from blocking

out the sun. Twilight
gathers her friends for the
adventure, but Fluttershy
is too scared. Once the
ponies make it up the
mountain (with much
difficulty I might add!)
they try to reason with
the dragon, but it is clear
that Twilight's diplomacy,
Rarity’s charm and Pinky
Pie’s humor will not work
on such a disagreeable
creature. So the ponies
have no choice to try

to force him off the
mountain! But the
dragon is too strong for

adventure stories

them and Fluttershy watches in horror as her friends are thrown seemingly lifeless down the mountain
side! At the sight of her hurt friends, Fluttershy transforms! She marches up to the dragon and gives
him THE STARE!!! The dragon gulps as she admonishes him! “Who do you think you are?” and “what
right do you have?” and “How dare you!” The enormous reptile backs away with every passionate step
forward she takes. And, to the impressed amazement of her friends, this works! The dragon apologizes
and leaves Equestria to find another place to nap, and Fluttershy finds that when you believe in
something, even the smallest of us can find the strength to do what is right!



A Dawg and Pony Show

Rarity is in constant need of new materials for her carousel outfits, and she uses one of her unicorn gifts
to find rare and beautiful items from seemingly nowhere. One day while she is out on a search, she
does not realize she is being watched as she easily uncovers a huge deposit of gemstones. Suddenly, she
is captured by a posse of Diamond Dawgs: burrowing, half prairie dog, half troll creatures are dripping
with gold chains, rings and earrings. They talk like gangsta rappers (or at least try to, and they’re really
bad at it) and also like gangsta rappers, have a notable obsession with acquiring bling! Her friends try to
rush to her rescue, but find it difficult to get past the Diamond Dawgs who pop in and out of the ground
like a whack-a-mole game, tripping them up and blocking their way. Inside the dawgs’ mines, Rarity

is strapped to a cart and forced her to point out where the bling is. But they soon find that Rarity is no
damsel in distress. And | don’t mean that she fights back—oh no! That might make her chip her hoof!
Complaining about the filth, refusing to cooperate, belittling the gangstas’ personal style, whining about
how everything is too hard, Rarity proves herself to be the most demanding and diva-like hostage the
Diamond Dawgs have ever known. So when, after an exhausting rescue mission, Rarity’s friends make it
into the mines, they find the dawgs begging the ponies to rescue THEM!! And a perfectly satisfied Rarity
prances out of the mines with enough jewels for fifty carousel outfits!

Fancy Meeting You Deer

There has been a strange figure appearing in the woods that appears from afar to be a mysterious pony
with... antlers? Curious and eager for adventure, Rainbow Dash wrangles up some of the girls to
investigate, and what they find is a herd of talking, cutie-mark donning forest deer who speak and adorn
themselves like the native Americans of the NorthEast. They find that the pony is their adoptive son, and
a pony who does not know he is not a deer even though his antlers are obviously sticks (his deer family
dance around the subject like it’s a bad toupee.) Can the ponies convince the deer pony of who he
really is and convince him to come back to Fillydelphia with them--- or should they??

Nothing More to Sea

The ponies go on a vacation to the beach only to find that the tide has gone so unusually far out, it has
uncovered a portion of the kingdom of the sea ponies! Dried up and languishing in the sun, the once
lush, beautiful city of the sea is quickly turning into ruins. Twilight, having just learned some special
water magic for the trip, helps her friends enter the ocean where they meet the sea ponies and find that
the selfish, monstrous sea serpent, the Kraken, is hording half the water of the sea for his underground
home and is taking more and more every hour. Can the ponies team up with the sea ponies to get the
ocean back from the Kraken?



more inspiration




the audience

and how they’ll relate

Main audience:
girls 6-11

e My Little Pony offers 2 elements that are very important and popular to girls: relationships and
fantasy.

o Relationships. The ponies’ friendships will mirror girls’ friendships and their day-to-day
lives, troubles, problems, activities and joyful moments will reflect ‘tween experiences.
Our ponies, though independent, have the emotional range of anywhere between 10 and
15, with most seeming about 12. They way the cope with and respond to conflicts that
arise will be the same as a 12 year old girl. Their feelings and what sort of things they
learn will be the same as well. But what sets My Little Pony apart from all other ‘tween
properties is that all these experiences have a FANTASICAL twist, and clever “pony” theme
behind all of it. (For instance, if we were to tell a story about a sports competition, we
would not have the pony’s play soccer, but polo, or rodeo, or a jumping competition. If
we wanted to tell a story about a dance recital, it would be a dressage recital. All the
feelings and experiences would be that of a little girl, it is only the details that would be
pony.)

o Fantasy. There’s no denying it. Generations of girls have had love affairs with Magic and
Fantasy, and My Little Pony strongly incorporates girldom’s personal representation of the
fantasy world: The Unicorn. Castles, royalty, mythical beasts, magical lands, princesses,
fairies, shiny glittery dust that changes things for good. Girls love it and always have. This
proposal for My Little Pony keeps magic and fantasy distinctly feminine, but takes out the
fluff and keeps in just enough edge to keep the world and the stories exciting, which a
modern ‘tween demands. It is possible to be cute and girly AND cool.



Secondary audiences:
Preschool, 3-6

The ponies are cute. Preschoolers own ponies. The stories and morals within are nice enough for
parents. Little kids want to watch big kid stuff. They’ll watch.

Boys (believe it or not)

Mom'’s
[ )

They won't admit it, but they’ll watch. When their sister’s watching it, they’ll balk and act like
it's dumb, then they’ll sit down and watch it. For the same reason Moms will find My Little Pony
interesting enough to happily share with their daughters, the compelling conflicts, the strong
characterizations, the silly humor and (most importantly for boys) the ADVENTURE, the boys will
watch, too. Really.

We've got a few good points going for us when it comes to Moms.
o First, the original buyers of My Little Ponies are in their late twenties to mid-thirties and are

likely to have daughters within the target age range, 3-11. Bringing back elements of the
original ponies from the 80’s (original characters like Applejack and Spike, strong sense of
classical magic like Dream Castle and the Waterfall, and a pinch of legitimate pony play)
will nurture a sense of nostalgia, something that is not difficult to do with Gen-Xers.
Second, compelling storylines (ie: truly engaging conflicts, both external —adventure- and
internal —relationships,) characters with depth and complexity, clever and silly humor that
doesn’t talk down to kids (pony puns like Fillydelphia, a regular supply of slapstick and
character-based jokes and gags) and even a few jokes that might go over the kids" heads
will all engage Mom enough that watching My Little Pony will become a fun thing for
Mom to do with her daughter. Not only will Mom be sharing her favorite childhood toy
with her little girl, but she may actually enjoy watching, too!



